
 

Seckinger High School – AP US History – Summer Assignment 2022  

To: AP US History Students for 2022-2023  

From: Coach Hamilton 

May 26th, 2022 

Welcome to APUSH! The AP U.S. History course focuses on American history from pre-

Columbian contacts in North America (represented symbolically by the date 1941) to the 

present. In this course students will investigate the content of U.S. history for significant events, 

individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods. The nine time periods are 

listed below along with their weight on the AP Exam. 

Please read the directions for each assignment carefully. If you have any questions, please 

contact me via e-mail at nate.hamilton21@gmail.com. Your written work from part three must be 

turned in by 4pm on the first day of school.  

Please complete the following two assignments and turn them in by 4:00pm on the first day of 

school. While you will hold onto assignment one, your writing for assignment must be printed 

and a hard copied turned by 4pm on the first day of school. Be prepared to take a test over the 

material within the first week of school. Work should be completed individually, without the help 

of a partner or group. All answers should be in your own words. I am looking forward to a great 

year! 

 -Coach Hamilton 

 

  



APUSH Summer Assignment 

1. READING ASSIGNMENT: Read Chapters 1 in AMSCO “United States History: 

Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam” and answer the guided reading questions 

as content research for the period of pre-Columbian Exchange through the early 

colonial age. Your responses should be handwritten in the space provided under each 

question. Keep your answers brief and to the point. This will be kept in your notebook 

and used during the first week of school. 

LINK TO AMSCO BOOK 

 

2. WRITING ASSIGNMENT: After you have watched America Before Columbus and 

read Chapter 1 of AMSCO, write a well-developed response to the following questions. 

Your answers should be in complete sentence and fully address the question asked. 

Please print out a hard copy of you work to turn in on the first day of school.  

Question 1: Key Concept 1.1 - Analyze the similarities and differences in TWO of the 

following American Indian cultures on the eve of their encounter with Europeans.  

• Pueblo people of the Southwest  

• Tribes of the Mississippi Valley  

• Aztec, Mayan, and Inca empires  

Question 2: Key Concept 1.2 - To what extent did the contact with Europeans cause 

change, as well as foster continuity, in the culture and society of at least one specific 

group of Native Americans? (You choose the group. Be sure to take a position and 

explain).  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_cr3ISw7lmUcXl4ejRwWDRZb1k/view?resourcekey=0-5_8AZSW4j-kTVdrN3nTFpg


AMSCO Chapter 1: A New World of Many Cultures 1491-1607  

1. Describe the basic adaptation of the tribes that settled the Americas.  

 

2. Compare and contrast the Mayas, Aztecs and Incas.  

 

3. What similarities existed among the peoples of North America? Any reason for these 

similarities?  

 

4. Differences:  

A. Languages: ** Include geography and how tribes adapted, culture and at least one specific 

tribe per region.  

B. Southwest:  

 

C. Northwest:  

 

D. Great Plains:  

 

E. Midwest:  

 

F. Northeast:  

 

G. Atlantic Seaboard:  

 

5. List 2 specific technological improvements and how they affected exploration.  

 

6. What happened in Constantinople 1453 and what effect did it have on exploration?  

 

7. Describe the legacy of Columbus:  

A. Positive  

 

B. Negative  



8. Simple description of the Columbian Exchange: List 4 exchanges for both:  

A. From the “Old World” to the New World:  

 

B. From the “New World” to the “Old World”:  

 

9. What impact did the “Line of Demarcation” of 1493 and Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494 have on 

Spain and Portugal’s claims to the New World?  

 

10. List the following for each Nation State: a famous explorer, main region of exploration for the 

nation, ~ years of explorations, and Monarch. 

A. Spain  

 

B. English  

 

C. French  

 

D. Dutch  

 

11. List 4 major Spanish Settlements in North America.  

 

12. Compare in detail European treatment of Native Americans and any policies enacted in this 

regard:  

A. Spanish  

 

B. English  

 

C. French 


